> 


Conical jars, vessels, pottery etc., recovered at 
Nerumbur, and other sites, used for different 


purposes in the Indian Civilization 


J.Soundararajan | K. V. Ramakrishna Rao 
University of Madras 


Introduction: The “Conical jars” found at different Indian sites, as popularly identifieg by 
the archaeologists, excavators of the ancient sites and interpreting historians, and Senerally 
consider them as foreign origin, that too, that of “Roman.” Later, some scholars pointed out that 
such varieties were also manufactured in India and recognized as “imitations.” However, of later, 
other categories were also excavated and found tobe used for other than the “Roman” purposes. In 
fact, the size, shape, whether they are with handles or not, perforated or not, with hole at the 
bottom or not, clay structure and other details have also to be taken ino consideration before 
coming to any conclusion. 


Karaikkal, Uppanar: It is on the same coast about 40 km from Arikamedu with which it 
shares many features. It lies on the back waters of Uppanar which could provide the necessary 
shelter for the anchorage of boats. It is also an extensive mound rich in antiquities which included 
numerous sherds of fine Rouletted ware, fragments of imported double handled ampharoae, 
conical jars (Arikarnedu Types 74/75 ), 


Conical jars found at Kanchipuram: fragments of imported double handled ampharoae, 
conical jars (Arikarnedu Types 74/75 of Wheeler). Excavations in ancient capital town of 
Kanchipuram! have yielded the Rouletted ware besides a large amount of the conical amphorae- 
like conical jars (Arikamedu types 74/75 of Wheeler), a few of them kept in a row. They clearly 
indicate the influence of Roman pottery tradition on the local ceramics. 


2002- Pattaraiperumbudur conical jars: Pattaraiperumbudur site (130 09 '13' 'N. 790 49' 26 
“E) Tiruvallur Diistrict, Tamil Nadu, was identified by D.Thulasiraman, the Asst.Director (Rtd) in 
the year 2002. An intensive survey of these mounds brought to light, numerous potsherds 
including black and red ware, black ware, lid knobs of iron age and orange slipped ware, red ware, 
conical jar pieces of early historical period. Apart from these, stone tools, iron slags, storage jat 
pieces were also noticed on the surface. Here, the conical jars could have been used for well, 
“Conical jar Ring well”. 


2019- Gottiprolu, AP exacavated conical jars: Excavation by Archaeological Survey of India 
in Gottiprolu, Andhra Pradesh indicated it as a Trade Centre of Early Historic Period, during 2019 
and also exposed conical jars. Interesting pottery finds are the base of conical jars placed at the 
eastern side of the structure. Such conical jars are widely distributed in Tamil Nadu and considered 
to be imitated variety of Roman Amphorae jars. However, at the same site, it was found that the 
Conical shaped Terracotta Pipes were used for drainage purpose. 


1K.V.Raman, Excavations at Kanchi, Tamil Civilization, Thanjavur 
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Close-up view of exposed terracotta pipes (2015 -16) 


In this area, almost all the quadrants have yielded structural activi- 
ties in the form of walls, channels etc. Another interesting feature 
found here was that of the remains, reflecting the civic sense of the 
people in the form of terracotta pipes fixed with one another proba- 
bly discharging the sewage water to the soakage jars. Two such 
soakage jars(?) were found with multiple pots kept one above anoth- 
er was found nearby the terracotta pipes. Its north end was found 
to be connected with a hemi spherical pot. 


Indian Historical Studies - Vol. XV (No. 2) & Vol. XVI (No.1) 


Here, he says, “terracotta pipe,” “soaking jars (?),” and “half-spherical pot,” and therefore, 
for one excavated object, three different expressive descriptions need not have been given. He 
could have very well mentioned them as “conical pipes,” as half-spherical or elongated half- 
spherical is nothing but conical shape. Thus, here, the issue has been such pipes were with holes, a 
new variety manufactured locally and used for drainage purposes, with wide-mouth for fixing 
and joining and the narrow reduced bottom for controlling the big particles that might block the 


drainage system. However, the Conical jars recovered at the NBR sites have been closed bottom 
and hence they were used for storage purposes. 


Comparing with other varieties of India -— 
found and recovered from the Indus Valley, 
been shown below: 
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These jars have been identified as “storage jars” dated to c.2500 BCE, but not as Amphora. 
The non-Indian or Roman varieties do not have holes at the bottom, whereas, the Indian ones had 
holes. The former category had handles, but the latter category did not. Had Indians wanted, they 
could have followed the Indus-Harappan technology of manufacturing conical jars for their 
purposes and they need not have waited for 2500 years to buy from the Romans. The researchers 
have pointed out as to how the Mohanjadaro-Harappans were trading with their contemporary Ponnan 
civilizations as the IVC-type pottery, seals and other evidences have been found”, If that is the case, 
they might have been influenced the Romans when such technology spread to other parts, when 
theIVC collapsed and disappeared. 


Incidentally, the “conical” shapes, concepts and usage also changed in the non-Indian and 


Indian cultures. In the non-Indian the conical portion at the bottom is associated with drinking 
cups. 
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add.txt 
In India, they are still used for the specified requirement for storage and preservation of 
cooked food items, pickles and dried food varieties. In fact, some conical type jars were used as 
Clepsydra, water clock and time measurement devises in theIVC. 


S. Gurumurthy has also dealt with “Roman pottery in South India,” and pointed out that 


copies, imitations and locally manufactured varieties are there in the Arretine, roulette and 


amphorae"*. Of course, Mortimer Wheeler himself pointed out this aspect!5, After verifying many 
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The pottery, pottery technology, design and manufacture, clay mixing, firing, curing and 
related techniques had been the unique practices of the people of ancient civilizations. 


Such expertise had been developed and completed for routine manufacture with standards 
attained and the usage-purposes determined. 


Thus, each pottery, ceramics and conical category was manufactured accordingly with the 
intended purpose. Of course, the availability of raw materials, inputs and labour were available 
nearby. 


Had such technology been there at Mohanjadaro-Harappan sites, naturally, it could have 
been percolated and spread to other areas inall sides. 


Had Tamils or Dravidians been the authors of IVC, naturally, they must have taken such 
technical knowhow from IVC to Tamiraparni or Vagai or Keeladi civilization. 
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Storage of grains, seeds, liquids, oils 


, ; to another (water management, conical 
Water pipes — carrying water from one 
shape ir ecititae ie particles to settle downso that pure water is transported) 


Drainage - for carrying waters of all sorts — drinking, sewerage, storm water, 


excess water etc. 


Ring well - easy for reaching the depth and also perforations help seepage, 
accumulation. 


Time-clock-as found inIVC, Dhakshasila and other sites. 


Metallurgical pot—all smiths used for holding liquid metal or alloys, particularly, 
jewelers used smaller vessels. 


Burial Urn—Manimekhalai describes. 
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Comprehensive and comparative study shows that there had been common or similar 
ceramic technology known to people of India during the ancient period. = 
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